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To Ruth Scholz

Nothing in the world is as soft and yielding as water.
Yet for dissolving the hard and inflexible, nothing can surpass it.

The soft overcomes the hard; the gentle overcomes the rigid.
Everyone knows this is true, but few can put it into practice.

Therefore the Master remains serene in the midst of sorrow.
Evil cannot enter his heart.
Because he has given up helping, he is people’s greatest help

- Lao Tzu
Tao Te Ching, Verse 78
Translated by Stephen Mitchel



Performance Instructions

Fermate

There are three types of fetame used throughout the piece, classified by their length:
AN Short fermata - Ever so slightly longer than standard note length.
A\ - Medium fermata - The ordinary fermata, natural to your play style.
M Long fermata - An exaggeratedly long fermata. Hold it until you're sick of it.

A fermata over a note prolongs mostly the holding part of that note, keeping the gap till the next
note largely untouched.

An exception to this rule are notes marked staccato or staccato-tenuto, where the hold and gap
parts should be increased evenly.

A fermata over a barline prolongs the gap between notes.

Glissandi

Glissandi start after approximately the half duration of the start note, and end on the beat of the
end note.

Glissandi for strings should be performed in a smooth slide between the start and end note, with
no stopping on concrete notes (portamento).

Glissandi for clarinet, when a smooth slide is not possible, should be played as a quick succession
of all notes between the start and end note.
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2.11. A war

Fermatas in this section longer than usual
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3. I1I. An aftermath
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